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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 16. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Eric D. Miller, of Washington, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eric D. Miller, of Washington, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth 
Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Mike 
Crapo, Johnny Isakson, John Cornyn, 
Pat Roberts, James M. Inhofe, Thom 
Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Thune, John 
Boozman, John Barrasso, James E. 
Risch, Richard Burr, John Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 6. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Michael J. Desmond, of California, to 
be Chief Counsel for the Internal Rev-
enue Service and an Assistant General 
Counsel in the Department of the 
Treasury. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Michael J. Desmond, of California, 
to be Chief Counsel for the Internal Revenue 
Service and an Assistant General Counsel in 
the Department of the Treasury. 

James E. Risch, Johnny Isakson, Todd 
Young, Mike Crapo, Pat Roberts, John 
Thune, Rob Portman, Roy Blunt, Thom 
Tillis, John Boozman, Roger F. Wicker, 
James Lankford, Tim Scott, Steve 
Daines, Michael B. Enzi, John Hoeven, 
Mitch McConnell. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 10. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Andrew Wheeler, of Virginia, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Andrew Wheeler, of Virginia, to be 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, John 
Boozman, Johnny Isakson, Mike Crapo, 
Pat Roberts, John Hoeven, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Roger F. Wicker, John 
Barrasso, Joni Ernst, Mike Rounds, 
John Thune, John Cornyn, Jerry 
Moran, Chuck Grassley, Richard Burr. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

John L. Ryder, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority for a 
term expiring May 18, 2021. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation John L. Ryder, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority for a term expiring 
May 18, 2021. 

Mitch McConnell, Steve Daines, John 
Thune, John Cornyn, James M. Inhofe, 
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Chuck Grass-
ley, Richard Burr, John Barrasso, 
Jerry Moran, Roy Blunt, Shelley 
Moore Capito, John Boozman, Johnny 
Isakson, Thom Tillis, John Hoeven. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
calls for the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, 

let me congratulate the Chamber on 
the overwhelming vote for the appro-
priations bill. It is good news that we 
passed it by a lot of votes, and I hope 
the House does it by a lot, too. 

I need to comment on the news that 
President Trump may declare a na-
tional emergency in an attempt to 
build his border wall. If President 
Trump decides to go forward with a 
disaster declaration, he will be making 
a tremendous mistake. 

Declaring a national emergency 
would be a lawless act, a gross abuse of 
the power of the Presidency, and a des-
perate attempt to distract from the 
fact that President Trump broke his 
core promise to have Mexico pay for 
the wall. It will be another demonstra-
tion of President Trump’s naked con-
tempt for the rule of law and congres-
sional authority. 

Congress just debated this very issue. 
There was not support for the Presi-
dent’s position. Congressional intent 
on this issue is very clear. The Presi-
dent’s wall has been before Congress 
several times and has never garnered 
enough votes to even merit consider-
ation. For the President to declare an 
emergency now would be an unprece-
dented subversion of Congress’s con-
stitutional prerogative. 

The fact is, this is not an emergency, 
and the President’s fearmongering 
doesn’t make it one. A policy dispute 
about our southern border does not 
constitute a national emergency. 
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